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ELSIE hasn’t seen her mother for
the past four years due to her inabil-
ity to travel.

Recently this became a reality
through the wonderful support of
Baillie Henderson staff, Michelle
(niece) and her Aunty Elsie made

b

!hetrlpmnmblmmenjoynlam- . . . . .
“y"’l'hhwllln'nlyln;ech.lmnm son Hospital more than 40 yearsago, | M‘)‘A &’ >»°9 d"‘S)'n'w O 0>

for everyone. Elsie and her Mum  her brother Nicholas and his wife |

hope to be reunited more regular-
ly,” Michelle said.

Over lunch Michelle recounts
how Elsie and her brother were
born in Cyprus in the 1940s.

As a toddler, Elsie became ill with
meningitis. Given the limited health
support available, her parents mi-
grated to Australia and settled in
Brisbane. The family’s difficulties

raised a family and through their
visits ensured their children knew
their aunt. Michelle, his daughter,
has been a regular visitor to her
aunty.

Michelle learned that there were
many other people like Elsie, who
were inf impaired, living
in health care facilities. Many of
these people receive few visitors

were compounded by their social and few opportunities to participate

isolati ish inth

anew country. ‘The Coming Out group aims to as-
Elsie had acquired brain damage  sist the individuals concerned and

from her illness and even though
she regained her health she was in-
tellectually impaired.

In the 1950s, Elsie’s high support
needs couldn't be managed in her
own home so she became a ward of
the Queensland Health Service and
was admitted to the Challenor cen-
trein Ipswich.

Since moving to Baillie Hender-

the service to enable them to con-

nect with a broad range of people [°
and services within and beyond |

Baillie Henderson Hospital.
‘This group meets monthly at

SPRED on the corner of Jellicoeand |-

email Melinda at

auor call Michelle on 0423 548464.
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1.Jason kehl
2. Coming Out
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Endeavour Community and Advocacy Support Unit. "Advocacy Manual and Workbook". March.

2010. Link : www .endeavour.com.au
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http://www.endeavour.com.au/
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